
The Mediterranean fanworm has become well established 
in many parts of the Waitemata Harbour and inner Hauraki 
Gulf, including in marinas and on moorings, as well as in the 
Whangarei Harbour. 

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?
The problem with the fanworm is that it forms very dense 
colonies of worms growing to more than 600mm in length, 
with the potential to starve our native marine species of 
food and living space. The fanworm has been recently found 
growing on mussel farms and has also been seen growing on 
the sea floor. 

The fanworms’ larvae settle on boat hulls which have not been 
recently antifouled. Once on the hull, they grow into adult 
worms and get transported to new locations when the boat sets 
sail – rapidly colonising new areas. 

You can find out more about the 
Mediterranean fanworm on MPI’s website. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
STOP THE SPREAD TO OUR 
BEAUTIFUL BAYS AND 
HARBOURS 
This fanworm spawns during winter and 
spring, so it’s important to clean your hull 
(right down to the bottom of and under the 
keel, or dead wood, plus any nooks and 
crannies) before you set sail.

You can do this by either, getting your 
boat lifted and giving the hull a wash off 
to remove all biofouling or, arranging for 
a complete hull clean and antifoul if you 

haven’t done this for a while.

If your boat has a live bait tank or a bow thruster, you’ll also 
need to check these, as they are problem areas for fanworms. 
Take a careful look at the sides of the live bait tank as this is 
a prime location for very 
small fanworms. The 
worm’s tube may look 
like a match stick. Make 
sure that you dispose 
of any that you remove 
onto land – they will 
keep growing if put into 
the sea. 

HELP TO STOP THE SPREAD OF 
MEDITERRANEAN FANWORM  
PLEASE CLEAN YOUR HULL BEFORE  
YOU SET SAIL THIS WINTER AND SPRING

This is what Mediterranean fanworm looks like when underwater. The worm lives inside a tube and 
extends its feeding fan out of the top end of the tube.  (Photo: S. Wilkens, NIWA)

This is what Mediterranean fan worm looks 
like when out of water. (Photo: B. Lines, 
Diving Services NZ)

Important note to recreational fishers who intend to fish around mussel farms – please 
make sure your vessel hull is clear of fanworms and other marine pests before you go 
there. If fanworms are allowed to spawn near the mussel farms then they will become 
infested. This may affect the growth of the mussels. 

http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/pests/mediterranean-fanworm


WHAT TO DO IF YOU’VE SEEN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN FANWORM 
If you’ve seen the Mediterranean fanworm in areas other 
than the Auckland region or Whangarei Harbour, please 
call the MPI Pest and Diseases hotline on  
0800 80 99 66. 

Please try to take photos and record some details, like the name 
of the vessel and where it was moored, or the location if it was 
found on the sea floor or on structures. 

Don’t let your boat look like this! 
(Photo: H. Lass, Bay of Plenty R.C.)
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